In the course of investigations on the systematics of copepod parasites of fishes of the Waltair coast, eight species belonging to the family Taeniacanthidae were found. Of these, five are new to science.
Three known species have been found as well, on their original host, viz., Metataeniacanthu.r .rynodi Pillai, 1963, Description of the female. -Carapace roughly semicircular, broader than long, and swollen. Second to fourth segments rounded, gradually narrowing towards the posterior end. Second trunk segment narrower than carapace, fourth segment almost overlapping the fifth segment which is small and narrower than the fourth. The genital segment is rectangular. Abdomen four-segmented, gradually narrowing backwards; the caudal rami are cylindrical. Egg sacs cylindrical, rather robust.
First antenna six-to seven-segmented. Maxillary hook slender and curved. Second antenna three-segmented, tipped with four spiniform setae and one slender seta. Mandible stout, with two subsimilar blades. First maxilla with three stout setae. Second maxilla with two barbed blades and a small spine. Maxilliped with inner distal part of second segment produced into a bifid process; third segment bent backwards and apically curved inwards, the distal portion being pectinate on the convex side.
First leg with two rami; each ramus three-segmented, with endopod broader than exopod. Basipod of the second leg with a long outer distal seta, both rami three-segmented. Exopod segments with long, slender pectinate spines on the outer Fig. 1 . lrodes anguillari.r sp. nov. A, female; B, first antenna; C, second antenna; D, same, enlarged; E, maxillary hook; F, mandible; G, first maxilla; H, second maxilla; I, maxilliped; J, first leg; K, second leg; L, third leg; M, fourth leg; N, fifth leg; 0, sixth leg; P, caudal ramus.
border. Distal endopod segment with three stout spines which are curved and pectinate on their outer margins. Third leg similar to the second. Spines on the outer margin of the exopod of the fourth leg steadily increasing in length towards the distal end. Distal segment of endopod with two spines similar to that of the second and third legs, but in the fourth leg it has an additional long, spiniform seta. Fifth leg two-segmented, basal segment with spiniform seta and distal segment with four pectinate spines; inner distal border spinous. Sixth leg present in the form of three setae. Total length 1.5 mm.
Remarks. -Since 1'rode.r and T'aenictcanthu.r can easily be confused (cf. Pillai, 1963) , the new species is compared with members of both genera. I. anguitlarl's closely resembles Taeniacatzthus lagocephali Pearse, 1952; 1. tetradonti.r (BassettSmith, 1898), 1. yamaguti Shiino, 1957, and Taeniacanthus sabafugu Yamaguti & Yamasu, 1959 . It differs from T. lagocephall in the presence of pectinate spines
